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MEMBERSHIP FOR 2008
URGENT FOR BEECRAFT SUBSCRIBERS !!

You should find enclosed or attached to this newsletter, the form for membership subscription 
and renewal.  If you take BeeCraft,  please pay promptly, as we must pay our block booking 
(reduced rate !)  by end November.  I apologise that the form appears more complicated than 
usual, but BBKA have introduced two new classes of member, so that for 'Country members' it 
is worthwhile paying a sub to them - even if you have no bees !  'Partner members' are also 
included for couples who operate separate hives.  Details are on the form, but please call me if 
it  leaves  you  confused!  Also  please  see  the  attached  gift  aid  notes.  Judy  Knight  (01403 
752169)

First Winter Meeting of the Season
Thursday November 15  th   7.30pm   The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood

What else do we see at our apiary?
A presentation by several members on the wildlife in and around our hives. There is little 
beekeeping so bring anybody else who might be interested in wildlife. The chosen speakers 
should give us an informative and amusing evening. Don't miss it!!

Apiary Meetings (Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green)
 

Additional Apiary Meeting
Saturday 17th November 2.00 pm, 

Roger aims to have an apiary meeting on Sat Nov 17th to bed the bees down for winter. This is to check 
they have  enough food,  a laying queen,  and to put  the plastic covers  over  the broodchambers  to 
prevent woodpecker problems. This date may change so check on the website or your e-mails before 
coming. This will be an important meeting, and if there is time we will discuss wintering and how we can 
help the bees cope.
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Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

We have finished the scheduled apiary meetings, and the bees should now be made ready for the 
winter. The final work will be done at the next meeting, details below, with a later follow up to treat with 
oxalic acid.

There is something affecting the timing of a wide variety of things. On May 19 th I picked a large bowlful 
of mushrooms, yet I didn’t see one at the usual time. On 15th October I saw about 20 redwings, and a 
shade less fieldfares, both early, and a clutch of 6 mallard ducklings that looked about 3 weeks old. At 
Dounhurst in Sept/Oct we had primroses and dog violets flowering. Bees are affected as well. Not only 
are they doing strange things, but in September we had the heaviest honeyflow I have ever seen at this 
time of year.  Most of it came from ivy, and is granulating in the combs.  This may cause the bees 
problems in long spells of cold weather during the winter,  as they will have problems liquefying the 
crystals, and may starve with plenty of food around them.

There have been many queens fail or “disappear” recently and due to the lateness, uniting has had to 
be  done.  I  have  rarely performed this  operation until  the  last  few years,  simply because  I  haven’t 
needed to. Make sure your colonies have a good laying queen, otherwise you may lose them. The 
situation is so bad I am working on modifying my system of  management  so I always  have  spare 
queens and colonies.

Colonies seem to be going into the winter in variable states. Most of mine are weaker than I would like, 
but some are reporting very strong colonies. I think winter losses will be quite high whatever the weather 
is.

It is fairly evident from the summer meetings that some members need to learn much more about what 
is happening inside a colony. Just to keep your bees alive you must be quite knowledgeable. Things 
happen so quickly that a strong colony can be dead in a very short time, and for a variety of reasons. 
Now the winter is here you have the opportunity to learn about diseases, the life cycle of bees, the life 
cycle of varroa and the various ways to deal with it, and swarming. We have a good selection of books 
in the library, and there is plenty of information on the web, although some of it is rather dubious. The 
booklets available from NBU are also valuable sources of information.

We will be making up oxalic acid again this year. Legally we should not refer to it as varroa control, but 
as a hive cleanser. If you use it you should record when it is administered to the colony. BBKA have 
recently produced a leaflet on it’s use. If you would like some oxalic acid then see details elsewhere. 
Last year we had a list of websites that deal with oxalic acid. If you would like a copy, then please e-mail 
me and ask for one. As with other forms of treatment I will not be advising on its use, so you should 
read the information and make your own arrangements.

I recently attended the BBKA Forum at Stoneleigh in Warwickshire. The aim of the Forum is to give 
beekeepers the opportunity to discuss any issues they wish. A show of hands indicating the level of 
support  is often taken, but is not a vote. This gives the BBKA Executive an indication of what they 
should be doing. One of the things under discussion was whether it was felt that the U.K. should make a 
bid to stage Apimondia, the international beekeeping event, in 2013. All were in favour apart from one 
man who said we hadn’t the expertise in this country to organize and manage such an event!!!  This was 
the year following the Olympics, and the poor old chap didn’t look as if he would be here anyway!!!  
Unfortunately beekeeping in many places is still in the hands of similar people, not like the enthusiastic 
youngsters we have!

Beginners’ and Improvers’ Day 2008

Following the huge success of the last day, we have just finalised details of the Beginners and 
Improvers Day next year. Sat Feb 2nd at Pulborough Village Hall. The format will be similar to 
last year, and suitable for beginners as well as those who have kept bees for some time. If you 
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came last year and some of it didn't mean much to you, then come again and what you have 
learnt in the apiary this year should help you. Mark the date in your diary now.

Improve your Beekeeping?
Bee-keeping isn’t just about being confident handling bees.  It is also learning to understand what is 
going on inside a colony, what to look for and what action to take at the right time.  If you wish to 
improve you bee-keeping, you might like to consider taking the BBKA Basic Examination next year 
(June/July).

There are no written papers, just a practical inspection of a colony and a question/answer session.  The 
whole exam should take no more than an hour.

The 4th edition of Ted Hooper’s Guide to Bees and Honey is the only book you’ll need although a few 
others are suggested on the BBKA website.  An ideal Christmas presssie maybe?

I shall be on hand to co-ordinate and help anyone wishing to have a go, as will Derek Ready, Roseanne 
Blacklock and Fionn Turnbull.  And let’s face it - if I can do it - you can too!  There is more information on 
the BBKA website - although if you wish to have a look and chat through the syllabus, please contact 
me.

Daisy  (wellingtondays@tiscali.co.uk)
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 County News

Website www.wsbka.org.uk

County News – November 2007

As a memorial to former County Secretary John Hunt, WSBKA has given a copy of Celia Davis’s new 
book “The Honey Bee Around and About” to the library of each division.  We would like to 
acknowledge the gesture of a sizeable discount given by Northern Bee Books.

County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings

Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  

November 14th –  7.30pm - Meeting at Bader Arms, Tangmere.  Monica Lucas will talk on “Bee Friendly 
Flowers”

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm. Commencing at 7.30pm
November 8th – AGM followed by social occasion and, time permitting, a quiz. 

WSBKA Convention. Sat March 1st 2008. Details to follow

Events courtesy of neighbouring Associations – 
Kent  – Lecture  at  West  Kent  College,  Tonbridge  on  10th November  –   Integrated  Bee  Health 
Management (David Asten) and The Importance of Honey Bees to Agriculture and Landscape (Norman 
Carreck).
Contact Terry Hardy 01622 832066 theresa.hardy@virgin.net 

Compiled by County Secretary – John Glover
Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 

If you have any news or information that may be suitable for inclusion in future editions, please let John 
Glover know – contact details above.   
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